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Housekeeping 
To reduce distractions during the presentation, we ask that 
participants:
•Mute your computer and/or phones during the presentation.
•Type questions in the chat box.

This presentation is being recorded.
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What is McKinney-Vento? 





Background 

➔ Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act passed in 1985

➔ Reauthorized in 2015 by ESSA

➔ MV Program designed to address problems homeless children and youth 

face

➔ Rights to free, appropriate public education

➔ Full text of the Title IX, Part A of ESSA

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Background 

➔ Main themes in the act:

◆ Identification

◆ School stability

◆ School enrollment

◆ Support for academic success

◆ Child-centered, best interest decision making

◆ Every school and district MUST have a MV Liaison



Identification and Eligibility 



How might I identify a student as McKinney-Vento? 
➔ Enrollment survey

➔ Chronic absenteeism (>50% of day for 10% or more of enrollment)

➔ Lack of continuity in education

➔ Poor health or nutrition

➔ Transportation and attendance problems

➔ Poor hygiene

➔ Lack of privacy/personal space after school

➔ Social and behavioral concerns

➔ Reaction/statements by parent, guardian, or child



Identification Strategies 
➔ Awareness activities and training for staff

◆ SCDE is providing training platform for 22-23 & 23-24 school year 

(McKinneyVento.org)

➔ Post outreach materials and posters 

➔ Special efforts to identify preschool children, including asking about 

siblings who might be of school age

➔ Use enrollment and withdrawal forms to inquire about living situations

https://mckinney-vento.org/
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/homeless-education-posters-and-brochures-outreach


Eligibility  
➔ Children and youth who lack fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 

residence. This includes children and youths who:
◆ share the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason (sometimes 

referred to as “doubled-up”);
◆ live in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations;
◆ live in emergency or transitional shelters;
◆ are abandoned in hospitals;
◆ have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a 

regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
◆ live in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing (e.g., housing that lacks any one 

of the fundamental utilities, does not have working a kitchen or plumbing, is overcrowded, or infested),  bus or 
train stations, or similar settings; and

◆ Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above.
◆ Unaccompanied youth who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above.



What is fixed?

➔ Securely placed or fastened; not subject to change or fluctuation. 

(Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 1993.) A fixed residence is one 

that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to change.

What is regular?

➔ Normal, standard; constituted, conducted, or done in conformity with 

established or prescribed usages, rules, or discipline; recurring, attending, or 

functioning at fixed or uniform intervals. (Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate 

Dictionary, 1993.) Consistent. (Ballentine's Law Dictionary, 1969.) A regular 

residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e., nightly) basis.



What is adequate?

➔ Sufficient for a specific requirement; lawfully and reasonably sufficient. 

(Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 1993.) Fully sufficient; equal to 

what is required; lawfully and reasonably sufficient. (Ballentine's Law 

Dictionary, 1969.) An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for 

meeting both the physical and psychological needs typically met in home

environments.



Eligibility  
➔ Case-by-case determination

➔ Foster care does not equate to McKinney-Vento determination

➔ Get as much information as possible with sensitivity and discretion

➔ Considerations for families/youth who are staying with other people:

◆ Where would you go if you couldn’t stay here?

◆ What led you to move into this situation? 

Determining Eligibility for McKinney-Vento Rights and Services - NCHE Brief 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf


Source: NCHE

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NCHE-Eligibility-Flowchart.pdf


McKinney-Vento in SC 

➔ SC identified 11,986 

McKinney-Vento students in 

2020-21 school year

➔ SC under-identifies

Source: SCDE



McKinney-Vento in CIE 

➔ 191 total MV students 

in CIE

➔ .83% of students are 

identified as 

McKinney-Vento

Source: PowerSchool 1/17/2023



McKinney-Vento by School 

Source: PowerSchool 1/18/2023

School Doubled 
Up

Hotel Sheltered Unsheltered Grand 
Total

Cyber Academy of SC 72 24 5 5 106

Mevers School of Excellence 2 2

Midlands STEM Institute 1 1

Odyssey Online Learning 2 1 6 1 10

Royal Live Oaks 5 2 7

SC Connections Academy 31 9 3 43

SC Virtual Charter School 9 5 6 1 21

Grand Total 120 41 17 12 190



Coding 



SCDE

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/office-of-federal-and-state-accountability-trainings/2021-essa-academy-day-1/dia-enrollment-survey-documents/






McKinney-Vento  
and  

Charter Schools 



Charter Schools and MV 

Charter schools that are LEAs or schools within LEAs must implement the 

requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act just as any other LEA or school to 

ensure that homeless students have access to and can succeed in their 

education. 

- NCHE, “Serving Homeless Children and Youth in Charter Schools”



Charter Schools and MV 
➔ School of Origin: the school that the child or youth attended when 

permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last 

enrolled [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(G)]

➔ Right of students who become homeless to remain in their school of origin

➔ Transportation? 

➔ Be prepared to offer dispute resolution process at the LEA and SEA levels



Enrollment 

➔ Must be immediate

➔ Meet eligible enrollment criteria

➔ Revise policies that constitute 

barriers

➔ Automatically eligible for free meals 

➔ Exceed enrollment cap in 

charter

➔ Deny enrollment due to lack 

of documents



Meals 
➔ Through federal school 

meal programs
➔ No obligation if school does 

not have federal meal 
program

➔ Strong correlation between 
nutrition and academic 
achievement

➔ Choose to still provide 
students experiencing 
homelessness with food

➔ Strategies to provide food
◆ Business partnerships
◆ Community collaborations
◆ Food Banks
◆ Title I, Part A set-aside

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67040ade1263477eb9159ef0d86fcfee


Funding 



Funding 
➔ Set aside within Title I, Part A

➔ Regardless of whether the school receives Title I funds

Criteria:

➔ MV children and youth attending any school in the LEA

➔ For services not ordinarily provided to other students

➔ Provide transportation to the school of origin

➔ Educationally related support services, including preK.



Reasonable and Necessary 
➔ Doesn’t exceed what a “prudent person” would spend

➔ Necessary for the grant

➔ Conforms to limitations/exclusions in law or Guidance

➔ Comparable to market prices



Examples of Allowable Expenses 
➔ Clothing to meet school’s dress or uniform requirements

➔ Clothing and shoes to participate in PE classes

➔ Student fees for general education program

➔ Personal school supplies (backpacks, notebooks, etc.)

➔ Birth certificate

➔ Immunizations

➔ Food

➔ Medical and dental services



Examples of Allowable Expenses 
➔ Eyeglasses and hearing aids

➔ Counseling services to address mental health needs that impede learning

➔ Extended learning time

➔ Tutoring services - especially in shelters where homeless students live

➔ Fees for AP, IB, SAT/ACT, GED testing (for students ineligible for the waiver)

➔ GED testing for school-age students

➔ Outreach services to students living in temporary residences



McKinney-Vento Scenarios 



Scenario 1 
A family is living in a camper at an RV park while 
their house is being renovated.



Scenario 2 
A family is living in a trailer that does not have 
running water.



Scenario 3 
Brittany attends Vento school district preschool 
program. She and her mother were evicted from 
their apartment last week. With no family shelter 
in the community, Brittany and her mother are 
staying with an ex-boyfriend in the neighboring 
school district. 



Scenario 4 
Now suppose conditions in the ex-boyfriend’s 
home deteriorate, and in January, Brittany’s 
mother sends her to live with a cousin 100 miles 
away. 



Scenario 5 
Sammy was sent to live with his grandmother who 
lives in an affluent district so that he can attend 
one of its schools. 



Scenario 6 
Caroline and her mom get into an argument. 
Caroline’s mom kicks her out. Caroline is now 
staying at her best friend’s house.



Scenario 7 
Family’s house catches fire and they lose 
everything. 



Scenario 8 
Danny’s mom and dad fight often. Danny’s mom 
has decided to leave. She takes him and his 
siblings to live with their grandmother.



Scenario 9 
A virtual student has moved across state lines to 
live with a relative for a few months and wishes to 
remain a student at their school of origin. 



Scenario 10 
A virtual student who receives special education 
services has not logged in to his classes for 10 
days. Communication with the student states they 
do not have access to internet in their shelter. 



Scenario 11 
McKinney school has a zero tolerance policy for 
absences. A McKinney-Vento student has missed 
15 days for a myriad of reasons. 

Can the school refer the student to juvenile court, 
fail classes automatically, or be withdrawn 
automatically as outlined in their policy?



Scenario 12 
A McKinney-Vento student tries to enroll in 
October after moving across the state. The student 
wants to complete courses they started elsewhere. 

Is the school obligated to provide this 
opportunity?



Scenario 13 
An elementary student is placed by CPS/DSS into 
formal foster care.



Scenario 14 
A high school student is abandoned by her parent 
in July. In August, she enrolls in school, and in 
September is staying with a relative in a fixed, and 
adequate nighttime residence. The relative intends 
to let her stay until she graduates. 



Scenario 15 
An 18-year-old student is a parent of a 4-year-old 
child. Both the student and the child live with the 
teen’s aunt because the student’s parents kicked 
her out. 

What is the status of the 18-year-old?
What is the status of the 4-year-old?



Key Takeaways 
➔ Not one size fits all
➔ Counsel parent/guardian, unaccompanied youth of 

what’s in the best interest and remaining at the school of 
origin

➔ What is fixed, regular, and adequate?
➔ Implicit bias towards students experiencing 

homelessness
➔ Coding needs to be backed out each year

◆ Eligibility determined each year 



Resources 



Resources 
➔ Potential Warning Signs of Homelessness

➔ NAEHCY FAQs

➔ How Charter Schools Can Support Students 

Experiencing Homelessness 

➔ Eligibility Flowchart

➔ Statewide Food Access Map

➔ National Center for Homeless Education

➔ School House Connection

➔ SC Department of Ed

➔ National Association for the Education of 

Homeless Children and Youth

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/essa-title-ix-part-a-mckinney-vento-homeless-assistance-act/potential-warning-signs-of-homelessness/
https://naehcy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-10-16_NAEHCY-FAQs.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/charterschool-homelessnesstoolkit.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/charterschool-homelessnesstoolkit.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NCHE-Eligibility-Flowchart.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67040ade1263477eb9159ef0d86fcfee
https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/
https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-title-ix-part-a-mckinney-vento-homeless-assistance-act/
https://naehcy.org/
https://naehcy.org/


Questions? 



Q & A 



Sign-in Sheet 


