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Truancy Reporting 



• States are required to establish uniform 

management information and reporting system, 

which includes the collection of information on 

truancy rates on a school-by-school basis. Each 

school must use PowerSchool to maintain its 

truancy data.

• All Data must be coded using Incident 

Management.

Truancy Data  Reporting



• State Board Regulation 43-274 Student Attendance

• Link to Regulation:

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/stateboard/documen

ts/274.pdf

• State Laws regarding Attendance

S.C.  Code Ann.  59-65-10 to 59-65-280

Truancy Data Reporting

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/File/stateboard/documents/274.pdf


Based on Regulation 43-274:

• Absences caused by a student ‘s own illness 

• Absences due to an illness or death in the 

student’s immediate family

• Absences due to a recognized religious holiday 

of the students' faith

• Absences due to activities that are approved in 

advance by the principal. 

Lawful Absences



Based on Regulation 43-274 

• Absences of a student without the knowledge of 

his or her parents

• Absences of a student without acceptable cause 

with the knowledge of his or her parent

Unlawful Absences 



Truancy Reminders

▪ All schools are required to report truant 
students.

▪ Students ages 6 to 17 who are identified as 
truant must be coded in Incident 
Management.

▪ SC 41 School Detail Report is used to 
identify students who are truant.

▪ Incident Management new action code 
Truancy Contract.



Truant

Truant

• A child ages 6 to 17 years 
meets the definition of a truant 
when the child 

– Has 3 consecutive 
unlawful absences or a 
total of 5 unlawful 
absences.

– An Attendance Intervention 
Plan should be developed 

PowerSchool Coding

151 Truant

– Intervention Plan 
(Required)

– Withdrawn Prior to 
Intervention (only use if 
student is inactive)

– Additional Documentation

• Call to parent

• Letter to Parent

• Home visit

Students who are 6-11 years 
old can only be coded as 
Truant.



Habitual Truant

Habitual Truant

• A child ages 12 to 17 years meets the 

definition of an habitual truant when the 

child 

– Has reached the level of truant, 

– Fails to comply with the intervention 

plan developed by the school, child, and 

parent/guardian, and

– Accumulates 2 or more additional 

unexcused absences.

Proviso 1.A.76 Alternative Commitment 

to Truancy must be considered before 

referring a student to Family court

Power School Coding

• 152 Habitual Truant

– Truancy Diversion 
Program

– Alternative School 
Program Referral

– Referred to Family 
Court

– Court Order to Attend

– Students who are 12-17 
years old can be coded 
Truant, Habitual Truant 
and Chronic Truant.



Proviso 1.A.76. Alternative Commitment to Truancy  As part 
of its plan for an alternative school, a school district receiving 
funds from the Department of Education for an alternative 
school shall identify available alternatives to commitment for 
children whose truancy is approaching the level of being 
referred to family court.  When proceeding under S.C. Code 
Section 59-65-50 to bring an individual case before the family 
court, the school district must present this plan as well as the 
district’s efforts with respect to the individual child to the 
court.  Each school district’s plan under this proviso shall 
include possible assignment to alternative school for a non-
attending child before petitioning the court.

Alternative Commitment to Truancy 



• Under the Proviso all school districts must update their Alternative 

Plan to include the new proviso requirements.  School District 

submitted new Plans in May 2018 that included the Proviso 

information.

• The Alternative School Program law requires that districts serve grade 

levels 6-12.

Section 59-63-1320. Eligible alternative school programs shall be 

provided for, but not limited to, students in grades 6-12. 

• The proviso will apply to middle and high school students who are 12 

to 17 years old.

• Students who are coded as Habitual Truant.

• Elementary students are not referred to court. All petitions for 

elementary students are filed against the parent.

Alternative Commitment to 

Truancy 



Chronic Truant

Chronic Truant

• A  child ages 12 to 17 years 
meets the definition of a chronic 
truant when the child
– Has been though the 

intervention process,

– Has reached the level of 
habitual truant,

– Has been referred to family 
court and placed on an order to 
attend school, and

– Continues to accumulate 
additional unexcused absences.

PowerSchool Coding

• 153 Chronic  Truant

– Violation of Court 
Order 

– Students who are 
12-17 years old 
can be coded 
Truant, Habitual 
Truant and 
Chronic Truant.



Suspension is not to be 

counted as an unlawful 

absence for Truancy 

purposes.

Suspension 



If a student transfers to another public 

school in South Carolina the plan shall 

be forwarded to the receiving school.

Intervention Plans



Intervention Plans

• Team leader

• Reasons for unlawful absences

• Parent actions to resolve the causes of unlawful absences

• Student actions to resolve the causes of unlawful absences

• Documentation of referrals to providers, alternative schools or 

community-based programs

Intervention Plans



• Actions taken by school or team members

• Actions to be taken if unlawful absences continue

• Parent /Guardian signatures or documentation of 

attempts

• Documentation of team involvement

• Guidelines revision to the plan

Interventions Plans



Truancy Intervention Plan
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Truancy Intervention Plan
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Truancy Intervention Plan
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Student Contract to Improve 

Attendance
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Truancy Interventions

• Truancy Interventions 
– Recognizing Improved Attendance

– Home Visits

– Calling Students when Absent

– Conducting Workshops for families regarding 
attendance

– Counseling

– Personalized Learning

– Check and Connect

– Mentoring

– Tutoring

20



Truancy Intervention Resources

• Truancy Prevention Efforts in School-

Community Partnerships 

• Reducing Truancy

• Truancy Reduction

• Tiered System of Support for Improving 

Attendance
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http://www.promoteprevent.org/sites/www.promoteprevent.org/files/resources/Truancy%20Prevention%20Efforts%20in%20School_0.pdf
http://schoolengagement.org/school-engagement-services/reducing-truancy/
https://k12engagement.unl.edu/strategy-briefs/Ttruancy%20Reduction%203-11-2014%20Print.pdf
http://www.attendanceworks.org/chronic-absence/addressing-chronic-absence/3-tiers-of-intervention/


• All truancy incident data must be coded using Incident 
Management.

• You will be able to extract Truancy Incidents by using the 
Truancy reports in PowerSchool.

• All truancy incidents are based on a  three consecutive unlawful 
absences or a total of five unlawful absences - not hours, or not 
half days.

• Truants can be identified by using SC 41 Truancy School Detail 
Report.

• All truancy should be coded based on the definitions out-line in 
the attendance regulation for Truant, Habitual Truant, and 
Chronic Truant.

Coding Truancy In PowerSchool



• Truancy coding resets at the beginning of each school 

term. 

• Court orders will remain in place based on the 

effective dates stated in the court order.

Truancy Data Reporting



• When a student is coded as 151 Truant an 

Intervention Plan should be developed.

• If a student reaches the level of Habitual Truant, an 

intervention must occur before the student is referred 

to family court. (Examples: Alternative School 

Program Referral, Truancy Court, Truancy Diversion 

Program, Other intervention)

Truancy Data Reporting



• Review reports weekly to identify truants

• Ensure that students who are suspended are not coded 

as truant.

• Do not code students as truant until district policy for 

student’s parent notes has expired.

• Follow-up with the student intervention plans to 

ensure that the plan is being properly followed.

Truancy Coding Tips



• Tardies are not considered absences for truancy 

reporting.

• Homeschools are responsible for reporting  attendance 

data from Alternative School programs.

• Intervention plans must be aligned with 504 Plans and 

IEP’s for students with special needs.

Truancy Coding Tips



• Truancy should be coded as an incident for the 
individual student. (not a group)

• Truancy must reflect the definitions;

– Truant

– Habitual Truant

– Chronic Truant

Link to Truancy Coding Guide: 
https://www.ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/school-
safety/discipline-related-reports/incident-management-
training/coding-truancy-incident-guide/

Truancy-Incident Management

https://www.ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/school-safety/discipline-related-reports/incident-management-training/coding-truancy-incident-guide/


Customized Truancy and Attendance 

Reports
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1. On the Start page click System Reports.

2. Click on the State tab

3. Click on the Truancy Update Process

4. Click on the SC 40 Truancy  Report by Student

5. Click on the SC 41Truancy School Detail Report



Customized Truancy Reports



SC Truancy Update Process



Power School Truancy Reports

SC Truancy Update Process

• Will identify students who are truant 
based on 3 consecutive unexcused 
absences or a total of 5 unexcused 
absences - not hours, or half days.

• All class periods must be marked as 
unexcused absent. (note: including 
homeroom)
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PowerSchool SC 40 Truancy Report by 

Student 
• SC 40 Truancy Report

– This report displays the student’s name, student number, birth 
date, grade, gender, school name, and  district name.

– The report includes students with the  “Yes” Truancy Indicator.

– The report includes the total number of full day absences for 
unexcused full day absences, excused full day absences, and out 
of school suspension full day.

– The report displays attendance code counts for tardy, early 
dismissal count, dismissal count and unexcused dismissal count.

– The report lists unexcused absences by dates.

– This report should be used for intervention meetings and as 
documentation for referrals to family court.
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SC40 Truancy Report by 

Student



Truancy Page – Student Page



PowerSchool SC 41 Truancy School 

Detail Report
• SC 41 Truancy School Detail Report

– This report identifies truants at the school level.

– The report includes school name, district name, student number, student name, 
student age, student grade, and total number of full day absences.

– This report includes students who are active and inactive at the school who 
were flagged as truant.

– Inactive students will display on the report but their names will be enclosed 
inside parentheses.

– The report displays students who are ages 6 to 16 and 11months years old. 
(This report should not display students ages 5 and younger or 17 and older) 

– The report lists all full day unexcused absences that identified the student as 
truant listed by dates.

– Students listed on this report should be coded as truant in Incident 
Management. 

– Students listed on the report should have an intervention plan developed.
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SC41 Truancy School Detail Report



PowerSchool- Incident Management 

System Review

Truancy-Incident 

Management



• Truancy should be coded as an incident for the individual 

student. (not a group)

• Truancy must reflect the definitions;

– Truant

– Habitual Truant

– Chronic Truant

Truancy-Incident Management



• Incident Type-Truancy

• Date-Reflects the dates on which the student accumulated 

enough unexcused/unlawful absences to cause him/her to 

become truant

• Truancy Duration-Time frame for in which the intervention 

plan is in place

• Time Frame- During School Hours

• During School Hours- DCL During Class

• Title-Truancy

• Location-Classroom

Truancy-Incident Management



• Offender-Name of student who is truant

• Behavior-(151 Truant, 152 Habitual Truant, 153 Chronic 

Truant)

• Action code-

– Intervention Plan

– ALT-Referred to Alternative School Program, 

– Referral

– Truancy Diversion Program

– Truancy Contract

– Family Court Referral,  Violation of Court Order

Truancy-Incident Management



Truancy Coding



Truancy Coding

If the incident does not 

have an element under 

the offender the incident 

is improperly coded 



Truant Incident

Truancy Data Reporting 



A Habitual Truant with a referral to an 

Alternative School Program Placement

Truancy Data Reporting



• Habitual Truant Incident

Truancy Data Reporting



• Chronic Truant

Truancy Data Reporting



Incident Management Report Tab
SDE Tab



Incident Management SDE Reports 

Tab



IM-Truancy Report



• Error reports delivered in PowerSchool 

directly to the school

• Instant feedback with error corrections

• Direct link to the incident

IM Data Validation



Level Data State Validation



Level Data State Validation



Resources from the USC Children’s Law Center regarding 
Truancy

• Truancy Brochure:

– http://childlaw.sc.edu/Status%20Offense%20Task%20
Force/Truancy%20brochure.pdf

• Truancy and Intervention 

– http://childlaw.sc.edu/Status%20Offense%20Task%20
Force/Effective%20School%20Interventions-
%20Handout.pdf

– http://childlaw.sc.edu/frmPublications/TruancyGuide2
015.pdf

Truancy Resources

http://childlaw.sc.edu/Status%20Offense%20Task%20Force/Truancy%20brochure.pdf
http://childlaw.sc.edu/Status%20Offense%20Task%20Force/Effective%20School%20Interventions-%20Handout.pdf
http://childlaw.sc.edu/frmPublications/TruancyGuide2015.pdf




South Carolina Truancy Data

2016-17 School Year
2017-18 School Year

Truancy Total Number 

Reported

Truant, 54,618

Habitual Truant 2,989

Chronic Truant 474

Truancy Total Number 

Reported

Truant, 45,805

Habitual Truant 2,224

Chronic Truant 422

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/school-safety/discipline-related-

reports/truancy-suspension-and-expulsion-data/

https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/school-safety/discipline-related-reports/truancy-suspension-and-expulsion-data/

